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Liege, on the 25th. In conjunction with the III. Re-
serve Corps and some Landwehr troops which were
expected shortly, it was to take over the duty of ob-
serving the Antwerp garrison: this combined investing
force was under the command of General von Beseler.
It was hoped that the Supreme Command would now
hurry forward the brigade of the IV. Eeserve Corps
which was still back in Brussels, so as to enable the
unsupported and open right flank of the First Army to
be maintained at full fighting strength. Eepeated
applications for this had not yet been complied with.
A further request for the addition of heavy artillery
to this weakened corps was made. Troops were
ordered to take the utmost care to husband their
ammunition and to make a special point of picking up
any left on the battlefields. In view of the possible
interference with passing supply columns by the
population or by isolated detachments of the enemy,
all the men with the transport columns and trains were
given rifles, a precaution already advocated in peace
time. The communications between the corps and
Lines of Communication Headquarters were further
improved on the 27th, and by request of the former the
railways leading to Paris were reconnoitred and any
rolling-stock found on them examined. The Deputy
Chief of the Staff and his General Staff Officer, "Von dem
Hagen, who had been associated with the Army Com-
mander when Inspector-General of the Eighth Army
District, and whose excellent qualifications were well
known to him, supervised all the lines of communication
matters mentioned above in a most thorough and far-
seeing manner, in order to expand and strengthen the
vital artery of the Army, The offensive wheel through
the lands of the Flemings and the Walloons towards the
R<5a*dy which had fallen to the lot of the

